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SUBJECT: Report of Sighting at Ladd Field, 9 January 1948 


TO: Director, Intelligence Division 
Headquarters Alaskan Air Command 
APO 942, U S Army 


1. The following sighting was made at 2300Z, 9 January 1948 in 
the vicinity of Ladd Fiel 


ae A definite contrail which ssemed to have a phosphorescent 
glow and intermittent flashes at point of origin, 


be Five Officers and men of the 72nd Reconnaissance Squadron 
obsecvad the contrail and gave varying descriptions of it, Ths objeot 
or aircraft was sighted in a position north of wast of Ladd Field and 
oricinally appeared as a vartical contrail on the horizon and as it came 
closer, it was horizontal, The centrail was lost in the overcast just 
sa3t of Ladd Field, 


c. After the sighting was made and reported, an interrogation 
and thorough check was made. 


2. The interrogation revealed that the object or aircraft making 


the contrail was not seen but apparontly the flashes and glow caused by 
the sua reflecting off the surface of the object or aircrart were noticed. 


3. The original check on Mile 25 aircraft flying ia the vicinity of 
Ladd Field was first made to Ladd Field base operations, At this time, it 
was reported that no aircraft from Mile 26 wers flying in the vicinity of 
eld, <A recheck with the Operations Offices 
after the original reports were submitted, 
flying with one of them in vicinity of Ladd 
‘a*inita position renort was cCotained on the air 
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at Mile 25, made some 
dicated several aircrart 
field at 2200 
’ . 


id Field and she following 


rmation revealed: 


ae 


approximately 23002, 


4. From the above information, the conclusion was reached that 
the contrail sighted was caused by a B-29 practicing instrument 


on the Ladd Field range, 
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